	SAN DIEGO SUPERIOR COURT





	CLASSIFICATION SPECIFICATION





	FAMILY COURT COMMISSIONER





DEFINITION:





The Presiding Judge of the Superior Court may appoint Court Commissioners to conduct hearings as conferred by law upon the court.  Commissioners may be assigned to hear family law, probate, civil or criminal matters.





CLASS CHARACTERISTICS:





This class is authorized under the provision of Government Code 69904; and, in conjunction with the Code of Civil Procedure Section 247, details the powers of court commissioners.





EXAMPLES OF DUTIES:





Commissioners hear and determine ex parte motions for orders and alternative writs and writs of habeas corpus; take proof and make and report findings as to any matter of fact; take and approve any bonds and undertakings in actions or proceedings, and determine objections to the same; administer oaths and affirmations; take affidavits and depositions in any action or proceedings; take acknowledgments and proof of deeds, mortgages, and other instruments requiring proof or acknowledgment; may act as a temporary judge when appointed for this purpose, or by written consent of an appearing party; hear and report findings and conclusions for preliminary matters including motions or petitions for child custody and support, allowance of temporary spousal support, costs and attorneys' fees, and issues of fact in contempt proceedings in family law court; may be assigned to hear cases filed by the District Attorney's Office to establish paternity or child support matters pursuant to section 640.1; hear, report on, and determine all uncontested actions and proceedings; and charge and collect fees for the performance of official acts similar to services provided by notaries public.





MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS:





Member in good standing in the State Bar of California and admitted to practice law in this state for a period of not less than five (5) years; or, in any state and this state for a combined period of not less than ten (10) years.





Knowledge of:





    •	Legal principles and case precedents and their application.


    •	Hearing and trial procedures, and rules of evidence.





Skills and abilities to:





    •	Analyze and interpret legal issues and arguments and apply legal principles to a particular set of facts.


    •	Weigh evidence, draw inferences, and reach logical legal conclusions.


�
    •	Work under strict and demanding time constraints while maintaining exacting professional standards.


    •	Communicate effectively, both orally and in writing.





SPECIAL NOTES, LICENSES OR REQUIREMENTS:





Active membership in good standing in the State Bar of California prior to appointment and at all times thereafter is required.





Prior to appointment, candidates are subject to fingerprinting and a background investigation.
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County Class Linked To:  
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