	SAN DIEGO SUPERIOR COURT





	CLASSIFICATION SPECIFICATION





	MENTAL HEALTH HEARING OFFICER





DEFINITION:





Under the direction of the Supervising Judge of the Mental Health Court, Mental Health Hearing Officers conduct on-site evidentiary hearings to determine the capacity of a patient to consent to, or refuse the administration of anti-psychotic medication, and hearings to determine whether patients are gravely disabled or a danger to themselves or others.





CLASS CHARACTERISTICS:





This classification is found only in the Mental Health Division of the Superior Court.  Capacity hearings can only be performed by an attorney as required by the governing legislation.  This Hearing Officer option is distinguished from others in that they conduct capacity or certification review hearings exclusively.





EXAMPLES OF DUTIES:





Conducts hearings to determine patients' capacity to consent to, or refuse the administration of anti-psychotic medication and certification review hearings; provides oral notification of the outcome of the hearing at its conclusion; provides written notification of the determination to the subject of the hearing, including a statement of the evidence relied upon and the reasons for the determination; submits a written report to the Court; and travels to mental health facilities throughout San Diego County to conduct hearings.





MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS:





Knowledge of:





    ·	Judicial processes and legal procedures, pertinent case law, local Court rules and rules of evidence as they relate specifically to capacity hearings.





Skills and abilities to:





    ·	Conduct capacity and certification review hearings.


    ·	Weigh and rule on evidence.


    ·	Communicate orally with individuals who have diverse educational backgrounds in an effective manner.


    ·	Prepare written reports for submission to the Superior Court.


    ·	Display high levels of sensitivity to individuals who are experiencing mental health problems.


    ·	Work under pressure with strict time constraints while maintaining exacting professional and legal standards.


    ·	Analyze and interpret legal problems and apply legal principles and precedent to a particular set of facts as they are presented.


    ·	Verbally present statements of fact, law and arguments clearly, concisely and logically.





�
EDUCATION/EXPERIENCE:





Active membership in good standing in the State Bar of California with at least two years of litigation experience.





SPECIAL NOTES, LICENSES OR REQUIREMENTS:





Prior to appointment, candidates are subject to fingerprinting and a background investigation.





Must maintain active membership in good standing in the State Bar of California prior to appointment and at all times during employment.





Possession of a valid Class C California driver's license at all times during their employment.





While employed as a Mental Health Hearing Officer, cannot be employed in any capacity by a county mental health program or mental health treatment and/or evaluation facilities.





Previous Class Title:  Pro Tem Court Commissioner





County Class Linked To:  





Class No.:  0704
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