	SAN DIEGO SUPERIOR COURT





	CLASSIFICATION SPECIFICATION





	CERTIFICATION REVIEW HEARING OFFICER





DEFINITION:





Under the direction of the Supervising Judge of the Mental Health Court, Certification Review Hearing Officers conduct evidentiary hearings at psychiatric facilities through out San Diego county to determine whether a patient is gravely disabled or a danger to him/her self or others, and issues court orders regarding whether the patient will continue to receive involuntary psychiatric treatment.





CLASS CHARACTERISTICS:





This classification is found only in the Mental Health Division of the Superior Court.  Certification review hearings can be performed by mental health clinicians as described in Welfare and Institutions Code Section 5256.1.  This Hearing Officer option is distinguished from others in that they conduct certification review and "Roger S" hearings exclusively.





EXAMPLES OF DUTIES:





Travels to acute psychiatric facilities throughout San Diego County to conduct hearings to determine whether patient is gravely disabled or is a danger to themselves or others; provides written notification of the outcome of the hearing to appropriate parties; participates in staff meetings and training sessions as required; and prepares reports as requested.





MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS:





Knowledge of:





    ·	Currently accepted treatment practices for psychiatric illness.


    ·	Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders.


    ·	Laws pertinent to involuntary hospitalization and detention of mentally disordered persons.





Skills and abilities to:





    ·	Acquire a body of legal knowledge, relevant laws, judicial processes, legal procedures, and local Rules of Court.


    ·	Effectively communicate orally with mental health professionals, attorneys, and individuals who have diverse educational backgrounds with varying degrees of comprehension.


    ·	Evaluate psychiatric illnesses.


    ·	Remain neutral and impartial while conducting evidentiary hearings.


    ·	Prepare written reports and findings.


�
    ·	Display high levels of sensitivity to individuals who are experiencing mental health problems.


    ·	Work under pressure with strict time constraints while control of proceedings. 


    ·	Apply legal principles to a particular set of facts in order to reach and issue impartial legal decisions based on applicable standards, practices and laws.





EDUCATION/EXPERIENCE:





Licensed mental health clinician such as Psychiatrist; Licensed Psychologist; Licensed Clinical Social Worker; Licensed Marriage, Family and Child Counselor; or Registered Nurse; AND at least five (5) years of recent mental health treatment experience.





SPECIAL NOTES, LICENSES OR REQUIREMENTS:





Prior to appointment, candidates are subject to fingerprinting and a background investigation.





Must maintain current California state licensure requirements prior to and at all times during employment.





Possession of a valid California driver's license and proof of insurance to operate a privately owned motor vehicle at all times during employment.





Cannot be simultaneously employed in any capacity by a county mental health program or mental health treatment and/or evaluation facilities.





Previous Class Title:  Pro Tem Court Commissioner





County Class Linked To:  





Class No.:  0704
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